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COMMERCIAL TENANCY RIGHTS 

105. Mr J.J.M. BOWLER to the Minister for Small Business:  
I refer to the State Government’s election commitment to improve commercial tenancy rights for small business 
retailers, and ask - 

(1) Does the Government intend to take action on this election promise?  

(2) If so, what action is planned?  

Mr C.M. BROWN replied: 
(1)-(2) It is true that, in the last election campaign, a number of commitments were made to small business 

retailers, in the areas of unconscionable conduct, disclosure of retail figures, merchant associations, 
standardised commercial lease provisions and various other concerns that small business retailers had 
with the Commercial Tenancy (Retail Shops) Agreements Act, particularly where agreements had been 
interpreted by the courts as acting negatively on small business retailers.  In order to best seek advice 
and to give both landlords and small retailers an opportunity to comment on those technical issues, I 
have established a review committee comprising Mr Keith Roddick Bales, Mr Richard Todd and Mr 
George Etrelezis.  Mr Bales is a barrister and solicitor with a strong commercial and property law 
background.  He is also the part-time registrar of the Commercial Tribunal of WA, and has specialist 
knowledge of the Act.  Mr Todd is a practising valuer with expertise in retail business valuation.  He is 
a member of the Australian Property Institute’s arbitration and determination panel and has experience 
in rental value determinations in a wide range of retail premises regulated by the Act.  This is a 
contentious issue between small business retailers and landlords.  It is also highly technical.  It has been 
the subject of review previously, but many small retailers have expressed to me concerns about 
deficiencies in the legislation.  For that reason, the election commitments were made during the course 
of the last election.  The Government has set up this review committee to provide the best advice to 
Government on implementing those commitments.  

 


